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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The 32nd edition at the Essex House in Manhattan on March 2 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
FOR THE GALA ITALIA 

  

New York, January 17 - Expectations are soaring for the 32nd edition of  the GALA ITALIA 
Wine Tasting & Gala Dinner. The event will be held, under the high patronage of  the Italian 
Ambassador in Washington, on Thursday, March 2nd at the Essex House in New York. 

Promoting Italian excellence annually for over thirty years, the GALA ITALIA will see the 
participation of  the most prominent and prestigious Italian wineries together with their 
producers, as well as the most famous food producers and Italian restaurants in New York, who 
for years have provided their constant presence at this important event. 

Over the years the event has contributed considerably to the success, prestige and image of  the 
Made in Italy with its considerable press coverage, attracting an average of  over 1,000 selected 
and qualified trade representatives, restaurateurs and Food & Wine Editors from across the 
Northeastern United States, many of  whom for years have participated in what is the most 
significant Italian wine event in the U.S. and an annual meeting point with the Italian producers. 

Within the luxurious Grand Ballroom of  the Essex House in Manhattan, which will be specially 
prepared and decorated for the event, GALA ITALIA will begin with the “Wine & Food 
Tasting,” featuring a tasting of  Italian wines and food specialties, followed by the “Gala 
Dinner.” Reserved to over 300 of  the most important American Wine and Food Editors, the 
Gala Dinner will feature a rigorously prepared menu by Italian chefs combined with a wide 
selection of  special vintage Italian wines, all of  which will be personally presented by their 
producers. 

The Gala Dinner, with the presence of  the media, numerous opinion leaders and VIPs, will 
feature a ceremony awarding Italian and American leaders of  excellence in the wine and food 
industry with the presentation of  the “Wine Leader Awards” and “Gold Medals.” 
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Among the Italian producers awarded in recent editions of  GALA ITALIA: Piero Antinori, 
Jacopo Biondi Santi, Pio Boffa (Pio Cesare), Matthew Lunelli (Ferrari) Chiara Lungarotti and 
Lucio Tasca. 

Among the awarded American Wine Editors: Adam Strum, publisher and editor of  Wine 
Enthusiast; John Mariani, the well-known journalist and author of  best-selling books, 
(including “How Italian Food Conquered the World”); Florence Fabricant, the famous New 
York Times reporter and icon of  American journalism, and Mary Ewing-Mulligan MW, the 
International Wine Center Director and the first American woman to be awarded the title of  
Master of  Wine. 

Among past awarded restaurateurs: Sirio Maccioni, who elevated Italian gastronomy in the 
U.S. to unprecedented levels; Gualtiero Marchesi and Giovanni Rana, the great standard 
bearers of  Italian cuisine; and Fabio Granato, who with Vittorio Assaf  brought traditional 
Italian cooking and wine to various countries across the world. 

To further encourage and give prominence to the presentation of  high-quality wines, an 
American jury composed of  leading wine experts will select the best wine of  each participant 
and assign them with a special “Certificate of  Merit.” 

For the GALA ITALIA will be realized, as done in previous editions, an elegant and colorful 
catalogue highlighting all of  the participating companies. More than 2,000 catalogues will be 
distributed to all attendees and subsequently sent to major industry representatives. 

More information on the GALA ITALIA, the participating producers and their importers, and 
the descriptions and labels of  the wines are available on the website (www.iwfinews.com) 
specially created by the Italian Wine & Food Institute. 

For additional information, please contact the Italian Wine & Food Institute: iwfi@aol.com - 
(212) 867-4111. 
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