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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

31st Edition on February 18 at The Pierre Hotel in New York 

GREAT SUCCESS EXPECTED 
FOR THE RENEWED GALA ITALIA 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wine & Food Tasting - Gala Dinner - Awards Ceremony - Fashion Show 

Great Wines - Excellent Food - Fashion Presentation 
and Awards to the Architects Behind the Success of Italian Wine in the USA 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New York, January 21, 2016 - - In constant renewal, to always stay ahead, the 2016 edition of GALA 
ITALIA will have a new look, as made known today by the president of the Italian Wine & Food 
Institute, Lucio Caputo, who, for over 30 years, has been organizing the prestigious event in support of 
Made in Italy. 

The protagonists of the next edition will be the Italian wines (by now a consolidated tradition), as well 
as the most qualified and prestigious American Wine & Food Editors who greatly helped make these 
wines famous. 

In its new format, GALA ITALIA will combine the traditional Wine and Food Tasting with an elegant 
Gala Dinner featuring exceptional wines and courses of high-quality cuisine. During the Gala Dinner, a 
selected number of prestigious producers will present and illustrate to guests their various wines, all of 
which were specifically selected for the event. 

Following this dinner of the highest-quality gastronomy, an awards ceremony will be held in honor of 
some of the most well-known American wine and food editors and industry leaders: those who in past 
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years have contributed the most to the extraordinary success of Italian wine in the U.S. market where it 
continues to hit new record highs. 

Among the award recipients: Adam Strum, publisher and editor of Wine Enthusiast, which has always 
given prominence to Italian wines and awarded some of the most qualified Italian producers; John 
Mariani, the well-known journalist and author of best-selling books, including "How Italian Food 
Conquered the World”; Florence Fabricant, the famous journalist of the New York Times and an icon 
of American journalism; Mary Ewing-Mulligan MW, the first American to earn the title of Master of 
Wine, director of the International Wine Center; Sirio Maccioni, who raised Italian cuisine to 
unprecedented levels; and Vittorio Assaf and Fabio Granato, whose restaurant Serafina has spread 
Italian cuisine and wines throughout the world. 

The Gala Dinner will be complemented by an informal presentation of men's fashion by a famous Italian 
fashion house currently enjoying considerable success in the U.S. market. 

The entire event will be held in the elegant salons of The Pierre Hotel - a cult of American elegance - in 
Manhattan, a fitting backdrop to the best of Italy in the U.S. 

GALA ITALIA, in its new format, is organized by the IWFI and is held under the high patronage of the 
Italian Ambassador to Washington, and with the sponsorship of the Ministry for Economic Development 
and ICE  - Italian Trade Agency. 
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